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Outlook 

• DH projects in larger contexts 

• Squirrel – Digital editing 
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Project 

• Technical background 

• Working methods and procedures 

• Live demo 



German Refugee Rabbis 
in the United States of America 1933 – 1990 

Website:  http://mira.geschichte.lmu.de 

Project flow: 

• 2009/2010  Proposal / Preliminary work 

• 2014-2015  DFG funding period (ca. 6 months) 

• 2015  data protection approval procedure 
   (personal data of living persons) 

    restricted access to web platform 

• October 2018 reading access to selected data via  
   internet platform 

   (data of living persons are not shown) 
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Licensing: 

• CC-BY-SA 4.0 on project data shown on mira website 
(exclusively all linked and third party data) 

Source Citation (permalink): 

• German Refugee Rabbis in the United States of America, 
    ed. by Cornelia Wilhelm, 
    http://mira.geschichte.lmu.de/dataset number 

Project members: 

• Cornelia Wilhelm (History) 
• Markus Kunzmann, Samuel Teuber (ITG) 
• Gerhard Schön, Christian Riepl (ITG) 
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System architecture 

 

 

Database 
Servercluster 
MySQL: migrabb/mira 

Web 
Servercluster 
phpMyAdmin interface 
mira.geschichte.lmu.de 
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Client: Webbrowser 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shell 
DB-Client 

(R) 

login 

login open 



Digital Humanities projects 

 are not „human-free“ 

 one of many possible views of reality 
 techniques and methods are theory dependent 

 are a learning process 

 permanent dialogue between humanities and 
information technology 

 education and training 
 individual support 

 enable 

 teamwork and interdisciplinarity 
 cooperation and interchange 
 work and discussion directly on the research object 
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Digital data – logically structured data 

 modifiable and expandable 

 according to quantity and quality (e.g. annotations) 

 computable 

 rule-based procedures (various theories / methods) 
 statistical procedures 
 automated application to large amounts of data 

 findable, available, interoperable, reusable (FAIR) 

 subjective, exact, transparent 

 transcriptions reflect the understanding of the view of 
reality 

 diverse and multidimensional views on the research 
object 
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Digitization in the humanities 

 means a process of mapping / modeling 

 the object of research must be modeled 

 modeling must be logical-structural, not primarily 
graphical 

 modeling is the core of digital working methods 

 primarily discipline-specific discussion regarding 
subject and methode / theory 

 a gain in knowledge in itself 

 enables calculation, evaluation, visualization, 
transformation and presentation 

 Overall process: A-D-A Transformation 
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Data modeling – Draft I 
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uniform notation / data format: 
• name 
• date 
• location 
• etc. 



Data modeling – Draft I 
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Data modeling – Draft I 

 

 

 

 

 

• Data input 

• Extension with geodata (automated) 

• User interface with georeferencing 

  Transformation into draft II 
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Data modeling – Draft II 
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Places with geodata (Long, Lat) 



Data modeling – Draft III 
 
person ( ID, attributes of person ) 

event (ID, place_id, attributes of event ) 

place ( place_id, attributes of place) 

country ( ) 

movement ( ) 

corporate_body ( ) 
 

• more detailed search and evaluation 

• more precise identification of places 

• easier data entry and data maintenance 

• uniform notation 

• Optimization of communication (DB and Web interface) 
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Live demo 
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Live demo 
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Biographical Data 
Surname 
Forename 
Date of Birth 
Date of Death 
Citizenship 

Location Names 
Place 
Place of Birth 
Place of Death 

Geographic Map 
Region 
Region of Birth 
Region of Death 

Activity 
Activity 
Youth Activity 
Ordination 
Religious Movement 
Membership 
Zionism 
Alma Mater Location Names 

Degree 
Science 
Teaching 

Authority Files 
MIRA 
GND 
LCCN 
VIAF 

Reload web page: F5 
Truncating strings: % 
Operators: equal - not equal 
Any combination 



Digital Humanities projects in larger contexts 
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Data science 

(analysis, evaluation, visualization) 

Research data management 

(FAIR data; infrastructures) 

„Digital projects never end.“ 
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